LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The Cursing of Cursive

“My two- fingers on a typewriter have never cov-
nected withy my brain. My hand onw a perv does.
A fountain peny of cowrse.” —Grahawm Greevne

new debate iy gaining momentuww irv blogs

and, even publications as respectable as the

New York Times (see “The Case for Cuwsive”
by Katie Zegima, published April 27, 2011) and
the Wall Street Jousnal (see “The Handwriting Iy
ow the Wall” by Theodore Dalrymple, published
July 9, 2011). Indiana became the first state in
which teaching cursive iy no- longer requirved inv
elementory schools, withv other states sure to- fol-
low. For those of yow who have already forgotten,
cwrsive iy simply handwriting i whichy each of
the letters is connected to- make it quicker to-write
words and sentences; unlike the move cumbersome
(alleit often move legible) block printing. Cursive
dates back to- ancient Greece, and over the centn-
ries was used to- write historical docwmenty such
ay the Declavationw of Independence and the
Gettysburg Address.
to- teach cursive iy that childvew today donw't need
to- write; they text and Twitter, use keyboowds not
chalkboowrds. AW that they need to- know how to
write iy their signature; which is; move often thawn

So-why do- I defend such o awrchaic process?
The avrgumenty fall into- the practical and, the cre-
ative. Regowding the former, it s havder to- forge
cursive than block letters. It would put all of those
handwriting experty out of business (awve there
any left other thawv ow CSI?). Writing helps withv
the development of fine motor skills. Cursive also-
retaing o sense of history.

Over the years;, there have been attempty to-
stondardige handwriting, such as the Spenceriawv
ond, Palmer methods. However, it iy the individu-
ality of handwriting that provides some of the
greatest support for continuing to- educate owr
children inv cursive. Cursive conv be quite aesthetic
ond, creative:. It reflecty the uniqueness of awv indi-
vidual. Whereas my initiad introduction to- pesv-
mavship begonv inv elementory school, it lourished
in medical school. One method I wsed to- study was
to- write questions on one side of aw index cawd
(3” x 57 piece of somewhat firmv paper, withv or
without lines;, also-gone fromv school bags) and the
avswers o the other. Thus;, I would quig myself onw
all the biochemical equations, anatomy, etc. Thow-
sandy of cards later I became terribly boved withv
my handwriting; so- I purchased two- inexpensive

Osmiroid pens with italic nibs
and retaught myself to- write.
I admit; I took it to- o excess
withv my handwritten prog-
ressy notes, the heading in
black italic (who- remembery
S.0.A.P.?), the text in broww.
To this day, not only do- I collect fountoin pens;
which I filll fromv o bottle, but I everv keep av supply of
ink withy me whew I travel. I maintain this practice
evenwwhile using o keyboord quite proficiently (haw -
ing leawrned to-type onwa Royal, with white covrectiow
paper for all the typos).

The process of writing takes longer than typ-
ing; but yow awe creating something that is distinct
fromv the result of merely hammering ow little keys;
creating sub-words (the gibberish of all those abbre-
viationy that permeate owr lives thwoughv Tweety
and, everw withinv my fellows’ progress notes, which
hove replaced the shovthand that my grandmother
knew). Indeed; whenw writing o mawuscript, I often
stall o the computer only to- find av new approach
after I hawe printed it off and amv making my com-
menty and corrections in “longhand.” It forces me to-
think beyond the simple editorial covrections, and
to-begin creating again.

My fear i that the world of my granddaughter
will ber devoid of real writing and real books (yow
can't Pat the Bunny onw aw iPad). A consequence of
all the electronic commumunication iy that language
self may change; thus losing so- much of what it
takes to- shawe thoughty and feelings.

Perhaps one of the greatest losses if we were to-
totally abandow the writing of cursive would be
the inability to- read cuwrsive. The computer and
digital ages are mere specks in the grand scheme
of literatuwre. What about all those documenty that
formed the basis of civiligation? What about the
notes that friends, faomily, or loved ones created to-
express how they felt? I know that life keeps moving
faster and we all hawe increasing difficudty in how
to- expand, all those minutes. But, what would be
move speciod—a terse text with cryptic abbreviations
or a handwritten note; relating the thoughts and
feelings of someone who- obviouwsly cares because he
or she took time to-take perv invhand, find o decent
piece of paper, and forward something of value?
And of course, without the ability to- understand
cwrsive, yow would not be able to- read this letter.

Until next montiv. . .
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